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Public Attitudes toward Nuclear Power Generation

— Preliminary Study Focusing on Characteristics of the Attitudes of Men and Women —
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Abstract The purpose of this study is to approach the public attitudes toward nuclear power
generation and related matters by focusing on the viewpoint of differences between men and women.
More specifically, it was attempted to determine what types of lifestyles and ways of thinking are
associated with persons indicating the respective attitudes, what types of anxiety these people have
with respect to nuclear power generation, as well as the nature of the inflexibility of those attitudes.
As a result, well-defined characteristics were found to be associated with each attitude. In addition, the
types of anxiety with respect to nuclear power generation were able to be broadly classified into
emotional anxiety and logical anxiety. Regarding the inflexibility of these attitudes, although men
tended to exhibit little change concerning positive attitudes, they tended to easily change in the
negative direction as a result of negative information. In the case of women, conversely, although their
attitudes tended to change easily toward the affirmative direction when presented with positive
information, it was determined that women tend to change very little toward the negative direction.

Keywords attitudes torward nuclear power generation, differences between men and women, lifestyle,
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