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Abstract The purpose of this project is to study the images of top Japanese leaders (prime
ministers, ministers, presidents and directors, for example) from the perspective of "communication
and national character. "Not only is the social and moral responsibilities of national and local
governments, public institutions and companies important, but many of these institutions also have a
commitment to the principle of coexistence and co-prosperity with their community, or to a symbiosis
with the community. Thus, the communication between the senior leaders in these organizations and
the public has a crucial significance, regardless of the leaders' likes and dislikes. In general, the public
has no opportunity for direct contact with these leaders; rather, communication is unilateral, through
the media, brochures and other documents. In some cases, the public's impression of the leaders can be
influential in negotiations. At any rate, the public's image (including its impression) of a leader raises
important issues. With this perception, this project sets out to utilize data analysis to conduct a
quantitative exploration of the public's images of their leaders. Based on a study on the image of
leader requisites and popularity, we analyze the attitude structure of images as well as other general
social attitudes. The results reveal that the images have a very close relationship with the Japanese
national character. The following subjects are discussed: Fundamental concepts; Conspectus of the
essentials of the image for top leaders popular in Japan 1) image of leader requisites and popularity
2) images of favorite leaders (sporting leaders, historical heroes) 3) images of popular and unpopular
leaders using the projective method (president and directors of an airline that has experienced an
aviation disaster, leaders of military peacekeeping missions) 4) image of popular middle and lower
managers (favorite kind of section chief in Japan, comparison of images of leaders in Japan, China and
Taiwan); Classification of image and analysis by breakdown; Favorite images and social attitudes
1) favorite words and images 2) personal critique and images; Leaders and senior subordinates.

Keywords Japanese leader, leader's image, image of leader requisites, image of popularity, personal

criticism, Japanese national character, social survey, data analysis.
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