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Impact of the TEPCO Incident on the Public's Attitude to Nuclear Power Generation

— Periodic Survey No.3 —
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Abstract The impact of the TEPCO incident, was examined, using the data collected by public
opinion polls on nuclear power generation, which have been conducted persistently since 1993. The survey
revealed that there were no negative changes in the public's attitude overall (including their concerns about
nuclear power accidents, their sense of danger of such accidents, the image of organizations involved in
nuclear power generation, their confidence in such organizations, and their opinion on the use of nuclear
power generation), and that the TEPCO incident had no impact on the public's attitude to nuclear power
generation.

In contrast with the JCO accident, which did affect the public's attitude to nuclear power generation, the
TEPCO incident left a strong impression on few people, and public awareness was limited. Such low
public awareness is deemed to relate to its lack of impact on the public's attitude to nuclear power
generation. In the case of the JCO accident, even individuals who had limited exposure to the mass media
were highly aware of it, whereas in the case of the TEPCO incident, individuals who were relatively
unexposed to the mass media were substantially less aware of the incident than their more mass-media-
exposed counterparts. This is deemed to have been due to the difference in mass media reports. A
comparison of newspaper articles covering the TEPCO incident and the JCO accident substantiated the
quantitative difference in mass media reports: articles on the former numbered less than half of the latter.

Correlation analysis with respect to the awareness of the TEPCO incident was conducted, in order to
identify the impact of the incident on individuals with a high level of awareness. Such individuals were
highly confident that safe operation is being regarded as the top-priority objective by staff at the nuclear
power plants, indicating that their confidence was not undermined by the TEPCO incident. However, there
was a high level of distrust, that the truth about safety is not being disclosed publicly. Its correlation with
awareness of the TEPCO incident was comparatively strong, indicating that the TEPCO incident may have
had an impact on individuals with a high level of awareness, even though it did not have a visible impact on
the group subject to the survey as a whole.

Keywords Nuclear power generation, public opinion poll, TEPCO incident, impact, number of newspaper articles
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