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The Japanese Attitude towards Nuclear Power Generation
[J Changes as Seen through Time Series[]
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Abstract This study is intended to determine people's attitudes toward nuclear power generation,
sheding light on the changed and unchanged structures of attitudes by comparing data on nuclear power
generation for 1993 and 1998. Although some nuclear facility accidents occurred during the last five years,
public attitudes toward nuclear power generation remain almost the same. For the utilization of nuclear
power generation, there was a slight increase in passive affirmation. The percentage of active affirmation
was less than 10 percent, but if passive affirmation is included a high percentage exceeding 70 percent
acknowledged the utilization of nuclear power. It was found that people's attitudes toward the utilization of
nuclear power became slightly more positive in 1998 than in 1993. The difference was found in the general
measure of attitudes based on many questions about nuclear power generation, and in the importance and
the utility of nuclear power generation including the purpose of nuclear power generation. People are not
conscious of the anxiety about nuclear power generation in ordinary life. However, when people were made
to think about nuclear power generation, the degree of anxiety increases even if provided with data that
prove its safety. On the other hand, it was revealed that the degree of anxiety about nuclear facility accidents
remains the same in the last five years, that is, it has not increased, although a growing interest in the
disposal and treatment of radioactive wastes was seen. As a result of a comparison of the structure of
attitudes, based on the study by Hayashi 1994, it was found that the group that had no interest in nuclear
power generation offered the most noticeable features in answering pattern in both 1993 and 1998,
Moreover, it was found also that the latter group of respondents were characterized by a little opportunity to
have information. A similarity in the relationship between people's attitudes toward nuclear power
generation and other awareness and attitudes was verified in 1993 and 1998, and it was revealed that the
structure of attitudes concerning nuclear power generation was becoming stable.
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