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Recent Operation Status of Pressurized Water Reactors in the U.S.A.
—Investigation of the Cause of Their High Capacity Factor—

¥A  H/1E (Shigenobu Tsukamoto) *
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Abstract Operation conditions of pressurized water reactors in the U.S. were collected
based on the Power Reactor Status Report released daily on the website of the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission and capacity factors at each plant were collected from NUREG reports
issued by NRC and their trends were analyzed.

The results showed that nuclear power stations in the U.S.have shorter refueling outage periods
than those in the periodical inspections in Japanese plants. Moreover, U.S.plants are restored
faster from both automatic and manual trips in spite of the higher frequency of such trips. These
factors demonstrate the excellent capacity factor maintained in U.S.plants compared with Japanese

plants.
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